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Suloject:     HlMS  FOTES  EROM  WASHINGTON."     Information  from  the  Forest  Service 
and  the  Office  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

Today's  letter  from  Washington  starts  out  with  news  from  the  U.  S, 
Eorest  Service.     In  fact,  it  hegins  with  some  news  ahout  hair  from  trees. 

"Hair  from  trees,"  \7rites  our  correspondent,  "is  something  I  never 
dreamed  of  until  I  made  a  call  on  one  of  my  friends  in  the  Eorest  Service  the 
other  day.     He  happened  to  mention  that  Spanish  noss  is  heing  used  by  the 
millions  of  pounds  for  upholstering.     This  weird  grey  moss  that  hangs  from 
trees  in  southern  forests  —  old  man's  heard,  I've  heard  it  called  --  goes 
into  upholstered  seats  for  streamline  trains,  transcontinental  "busses,  air- 
planes, yachts,  de  l^^xe  trailers  as  veil  as  parlor  sofas  and  father's  favorite 
armchair.    Last  year  more  than  20  million  pounds  of  this  vegetable  hair  was 
sold  to  upholsterers.     In  Louisiana  the  moss  makes  a  leading  industry.  That 
State  now  furnishes  over  half  the  world's  supply. 

"K'gr  friend  in  the  Eorest  Service  tells  me  that  in  traveling  through 
Louisiana  you  often  see  moss  hanging  to  dry  on  clotheslines,  fences,  and  sheds. 
The  Negroes  gather  it  from  the  forests  of  that  damp,  warm  Gulf  region  where  it 
flourishes,  dry  it,  and  sell  it  at  the  country  store.     The  store  sells  it  to 
the  wholesalers  who  gin  it,  bake  it,  and  ship  it  to  upholstering  companies. 
It  goes  all  over  the  world  —  to  Eujrope,  Asia,  South  Africa,  Egypt,  Turkey, 
Australia,  South  America,  even  to  Siberia. 

"The  botanists  say  Spanish  moss  isn't  a  true  moss.     They  say  it  is  a 
plant  belonging  to  the  pineapple  family  —  a  plant  that  lives  on  water  and  air 
and  uses  the  tree  chiefly  as  a  support  to  hang  on.     They  think  it  probably  came 
to  this  country  from  the  West  Indies.     Today  it  grows  near  the  coast  from 
Virginia  to  Texas.    A  single  tree  may  hold  as  much  as  a  ton  of  moss  (but  usually 
much  less),  and  the  plant  hangs  in  strands  from  a  few  inches  long  to  many  feet. 

"Eor  generations  people  in  the  South  have  used  this  curious  moss  for 
stuffing  mattresses,  cushions,  and  saddles,  but  it  has  only  become  the  basis 
of  a^large  industry  in  recent  years.     Its  great  advantages  are  its  resilient 
quality  and  the  fact  that  moths  don't  eat  it  as  they  do  animal  hairs  or  feathers. 

"Speaking  of  moths,  have  I  told  you  that  this  very  week  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  has  a  new  leaflet  oxit  on  clothes  moths?    A  new  leaflet  which  is 
my  idea  of  the  complete  answer  to  the  housewife's  springtime  prayer.     It  tells 
exactly  which  moth  remedies  are  really  effective  —  and  which  are  not  worth 
your  time  and  money.     If  you  want  a  copy  write  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
m  Washington,  D.  C,  and  ask  for  the  leaflet  called  'Clothes  Moths',  No.  1U5. 
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"But  there  —  I  startocl  telling  news  from  the  Forest  Service  and  I 
don't  v/a,nt  to  grander  off  onto  the  subject  of  household  insects.     The  Forest 
Service  also  happens  to  be  out  xn.th  two  nev;  leaflets  this  week  —  tv/o  leaflets 
tha.t  every  good  An^erican  will-  find  interesting  reading.     One  called  'Taming 
Our  Forests'  tells  how  our  forests  liave  grown,  what  has  happened  to  them  in 
the  past,  how  they  are  hoing  b"u.ilt  up  today  and  what  may  ha.ppen  to  them  in  the 
next  hmdred  years.     Something  to  rea^d  before  you  take  yotij:  vacation  trip 
this  summer, 

"The  other  new  leaflet  explains  what  the  Forest  Service  does  —  answers 
the  many  questions  people  ask  about  hovr  our  national  forests  are  managed  today. 
This  leaflet  is  called  '*The  Work  of  the  United  States  Forest  Service?  ,  and  it 
is  good  pro-vacation  reading,  too.     I  am.  sending  you  a  copy.    And  anyone  else 
can  get  one  just  by  v.Titing  for  it  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  here  in 
Washington, 

"Now  that  I'm  started  on  leaflets  of  the  v;eek,  nojr  that  I've  already 
written  you  about  3  ^-i-sv/  leaflets,  I  may  just  as  well    go  on  a.nd  tell  you 
about  still  another.     This  is  a  leaflet  tha<.t  will  make  you  hungry  just  to 
look  at  the  cover.    And  when  irou  start  reading  it,  I'll  guarantee  that  you'll 
feel  the  urge  to  go  straight  to  the  kitchen  and  baJce  yourself  a  loaf  of  nut 
broad  or  a  batch  of  nut  cookies.    You  v/ill  if  those  recipes  v/het  your  appetite 
as  they  did  mine.     'Huts  and  Their  Uses, '  Miscellaneous  Publication  302,  is 
the  title  of  this  appetizing  iiexr  bulletin.     It  is  full  of  ideas  for  nut 
dishes  —  cake,  candy,  cookies,  and  so  on.     Better  not  look  into  it,  though, 
if  you  are  trying  to  get  thin. 

"There  now.    Don't  ever  say  your  Washington  correspondent  didn't  do 
her  best  to  fill  your  shelves  v;ith  a  variety  of  reading  matter,  or  that  she's 
not  doing  her  best  to  keep  you  informed  about  National  Forests  and  the  Forest 
Service;  the  moths,  that  would  like  to  feast  on  your  clothes;  and  the  good 
things  you  can  cook  with  nuts." 


